
Dear FCC, 
I find this petition and the arguments included in it quite disturbing.  In the 
RAF petition it is stated that the most reliable form of communication would be 
eliminated with the removal of the code requirement.  My contention is that the 
constant improvement in digital transmission technology far surpasses the 
reliability of CW.  The argument that additional equipment costs would be 
incurred that may deter these modes from use is flawed in that these days a 
computer is quickly becoming part of the basic equipment found at an amateur 
station.   
What I find most distressing in this petition is the argument that amateurs 
would resort to commercial forms of communication in times of crisis.  This 
flies in the face of the most prominent role of the service.  We are there to 
provide communications when those commercial services fail.  Additional comments 
regarding the increase in licensed amateurs is incomplete in that most of that 
increase is in the technician class and these licensees don�t upgrade or renew 
because the CW requirement holds them back.  Additionally, although CW is still 
in wide use in the amateur service it is a lot of code being pounded out by 
relatively few people.  There are scores of licensees out there who learn CW 
just long enough to pass the exam and never use it again.  
The bottom line here is that WRC 03 removed the international requirement for 
CW.    This mode has its place in the tradition of the hobby and should be 
included in qualification at the highest level. But those who want to get 
involved and begin the learning process should have this obstacle removed. 


